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First Quarter 2011

Frequent readers of Golden Rules will quickly recognize that this edition is a break from our norm. 
Rather than highlight a particular theme – often, a theme that is current or seasonal – we offer this 
edition with its more random light-heartedness. By whatever standard you measure life, we hope you 
will agree that whimsical humor provides a positive break from the common-place burdens of our day-
to-day routines.

• I asked God for a bike, but I know God doesn’t work that way.  So I stole a bike and asked for 
  forgiveness.

• I wondered why the baseball kept getting bigger. Then it hit me.

• Light travels faster than sound.  This is why some people appear bright until you hear them speak.

• Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit; wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad.

• This on last night’s Evening News: A hole has been found in the nudist camp wall. The police are
  looking into it. 

• To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism.  To steal from many is research.

• Why does someone believe me when I say there are four billion stars, but then check me out when 
  I say the paint is wet?

• When I was a child, I thought the sole purpose of my middle name was so I could tell when I was
  really in trouble.

• The voices in my head may not be real, but they have some good questions like this one -- If a dog
  gives birth to puppies near the road, would that be littering?

• Never get into fights with ugly people – they have nothing to lose.

• A diplomat is someone who can tell you to go to hell in such a way that you will look forward to 
  the trip.

• Hospitality:  Making your guests feel like they’re at home, even if you wish they were.

• When tempted to fight fire with fire, remember that the Fire Department usually uses water.

• A TV can insult your intelligence, but nothing rubs it in like a computer.

Second Quarter 2011

Hope Springs Eternal, especially with our favorite sporting teams.  Baseball season is upon 
us; the Final Four just ended in Houston without the presence of a Texas team.  In football, the 
Cowboys and the Texans are ‘locked out’.  

But, to many, Spring means golf and we enjoy watching the guys who attempt to do what we 
only dream about -- sinking that 20 foot putt on the 18th green to win the Green Jacket, the 
Claret Jug, the Wanamaker Trophy, or the U.S. Open Golf Championship! Here’s to teeing it 
up and Measuring your score by a Different Standard.

•	Golf is a game in which you yell “fore”, shoot six and write down five. - Paul Harvey

•	 It took me seventeen years to get three thousand hits in baseball. I did it in one afternoon on 
the golf course. - Hank Aaron

•	 I have a tip that can take five strokes off anyone’s golf game. It’s called an eraser. - Arnold 
Palmer

•	The reason the pro tells you to keep your head down is so you can’t see him laughing. - 
Phyllis Diller

•	Golf is played by twenty million mature American men whose wives think they are out having 
fun. - Jim Bishop

•	The woods are full of long drivers. - Harvey Penick

•	That putt had more breaks than a government job. - Brian Weis

•	 If you really want to get better at golf, go back and take it up at a much earlier age. - Thomas 
Mulligan

•	The older I get, the better I used to be. - Lee Trevino

•	One thing about golf is you don’t know why you play bad and why you play good. - George 
Archer

•	Missing a short putt does not mean you have to hit your next drive out of bounds.  - Henry 
Cotton

•	The proper score for a businessman golfer is 90. If he is better than that he is neglecting his 
business. If he’s worse, he’s neglecting his golf. – Anonymous

•	 I’m working as hard as I can to get my life and my cash to run out at the same time. If I can 
just die after lunch Tuesday, everything would be perfect. - Doug Sanders

 
 
Third Quarter 2011 
 
We recently received a survey asking us to rank various social ills and worldwide 
challenges – and offer answers to resolve them.  The problems ranged dramatically 
– from political unrest, to global uncertainty of the economy, to the pain of the 
homeless, to dangers associated with violent weather.  But one issue seemed to 
stand out as most alarming – that is, the quality of parenting.  And even though the 
quips below will not solve this daunting problem, perhaps the levity will give pause 
for greater reflection. So, here is to Measuring parenting by some older Standards–  
 
 My father used to play with my brother and me in the yard.  Mother would come 

out and say, "You're tearing up the grass."  Dad would reply, "We're not raising 
grass, we're raising boys." 

 
 Every mother generally hopes that her daughter will snag a better husband than 

she managed to do – but she's certain that her boy will never get as great a wife 
as his father did. 

 
 If you want children to keep their feet on the ground, put some responsibility on 

their shoulders. 
 

 The beauty of "spacing" children many years apart lies in the fact that parents 
have time to learn the mistakes that were made with the older ones - which 
permits them to make exactly the opposite mistakes with the younger ones. 

 
 The trouble with learning to parent on the job is that your child is the teacher. 

 
 Life was a lot simpler when what we honored was father and mother rather than 

all major credit cards. 
 

 When I was a kid, I said to my father one afternoon, “Daddy, will you take me to 
the zoo?– He answered, “If the zoo wants you, let them come and get you.“  

 
 A father turns a stony face to his sons, berates them, shakes his antlers, paws 

the ground, snorts, runs them off into the underbrush, but when his daughter puts 
her arm over his shoulder and says, 'Daddy, I need to ask you something“, he is 
a pat of butter in a hot frying pan. 

 
 A father carries pictures where his money used to be. 

 
 Parents often talk about the younger generation as if they didn't have anything to 

do with it. 
 

 Don't worry that children never listen to you; worry that they are always watching 
you. 

Second Quarter 2012

One of the highlights of Houston’s spring time is our Livestock Show & Rodeo 
extravaganza.  The musical entertainers always delight with their glitz and 
glitter, and their song lyrics always make the listener pause.  The event is a 
source of civic pride because of the tremendous benefits it provides in 
scholarships to worthy young people.  But with this edition, we applaud the 
Wisdom of the Cowboy – the tough cuss who works and plays hard, and 
represents the strong minded heritage of our great City.

• Even if a cowboy intends to loaf, he gets up in time to get an early start.

• Real courage is when you know you're licked before you begin, but you 
begin anyway.

• Always take a good look at what you’re about to eat. It’s not so important 
to know what it is, but it’s critical to know what it was.

• The hardest thing about learning to ride a horse is the ground.

• When you see three cowboys riding in a pickup truck you can always tell 
which cowboy is the smartest......the one in the middle. He never drives 
and he never has to get the gate!

• Sit tall in the saddle, hold your head up high, keep your eyes fixed where 
the trail meets the sky. Live like you ain't afraid to die, and don't be scared, 
just enjoy your ride.

• Before you criticize a cowboy, walk a mile in his boots. That way you're a 
mile away, and you have his boots too.

• Behind every successful rancher is a wife who works in town.

• Just 'cause you're following a well-marked trail doesn't mean that whoever 
made it knew where they were goin'.

• It is not enough for a man to know how to ride; he must know how to fall.

• Cowboy courage is fear that has said its prayers.
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•	That putt had more breaks than a government job. - Brian Weis

•	 If you really want to get better at golf, go back and take it up at a much earlier age. - Thomas 
Mulligan

•	The older I get, the better I used to be. - Lee Trevino

•	One thing about golf is you don’t know why you play bad and why you play good. - George 
Archer

•	Missing a short putt does not mean you have to hit your next drive out of bounds.  - Henry 
Cotton

•	The proper score for a businessman golfer is 90. If he is better than that he is neglecting his 
business. If he’s worse, he’s neglecting his golf. – Anonymous

•	 I’m working as hard as I can to get my life and my cash to run out at the same time. If I can 
just die after lunch Tuesday, everything would be perfect. - Doug Sanders

 
 
Third Quarter 2011 
 
We recently received a survey asking us to rank various social ills and worldwide 
challenges – and offer answers to resolve them.  The problems ranged dramatically 
– from political unrest, to global uncertainty of the economy, to the pain of the 
homeless, to dangers associated with violent weather.  But one issue seemed to 
stand out as most alarming – that is, the quality of parenting.  And even though the 
quips below will not solve this daunting problem, perhaps the levity will give pause 
for greater reflection. So, here is to Measuring parenting by some older Standards–  
 
 My father used to play with my brother and me in the yard.  Mother would come 

out and say, "You're tearing up the grass."  Dad would reply, "We're not raising 
grass, we're raising boys." 

 
 Every mother generally hopes that her daughter will snag a better husband than 

she managed to do – but she's certain that her boy will never get as great a wife 
as his father did. 

 
 If you want children to keep their feet on the ground, put some responsibility on 

their shoulders. 
 

 The beauty of "spacing" children many years apart lies in the fact that parents 
have time to learn the mistakes that were made with the older ones - which 
permits them to make exactly the opposite mistakes with the younger ones. 

 
 The trouble with learning to parent on the job is that your child is the teacher. 

 
 Life was a lot simpler when what we honored was father and mother rather than 

all major credit cards. 
 

 When I was a kid, I said to my father one afternoon, “Daddy, will you take me to 
the zoo?– He answered, “If the zoo wants you, let them come and get you.“  

 
 A father turns a stony face to his sons, berates them, shakes his antlers, paws 

the ground, snorts, runs them off into the underbrush, but when his daughter puts 
her arm over his shoulder and says, 'Daddy, I need to ask you something“, he is 
a pat of butter in a hot frying pan. 

 
 A father carries pictures where his money used to be. 

 
 Parents often talk about the younger generation as if they didn't have anything to 

do with it. 
 

 Don't worry that children never listen to you; worry that they are always watching 
you. 
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First Quarter 2011

Frequent readers of Golden Rules will quickly recognize that this edition is a break from our norm. 
Rather than highlight a particular theme – often, a theme that is current or seasonal – we offer this 
edition with its more random light-heartedness. By whatever standard you measure life, we hope you 
will agree that whimsical humor provides a positive break from the common-place burdens of our day-
to-day routines.

• I asked God for a bike, but I know God doesn’t work that way.  So I stole a bike and asked for 
  forgiveness.

• I wondered why the baseball kept getting bigger. Then it hit me.

• Light travels faster than sound.  This is why some people appear bright until you hear them speak.

• Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit; wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad.

• This on last night’s Evening News: A hole has been found in the nudist camp wall. The police are
  looking into it. 

• To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism.  To steal from many is research.

• Why does someone believe me when I say there are four billion stars, but then check me out when 
  I say the paint is wet?

• When I was a child, I thought the sole purpose of my middle name was so I could tell when I was
  really in trouble.

• The voices in my head may not be real, but they have some good questions like this one -- If a dog
  gives birth to puppies near the road, would that be littering?

• Never get into fights with ugly people – they have nothing to lose.

• A diplomat is someone who can tell you to go to hell in such a way that you will look forward to 
  the trip.

• Hospitality:  Making your guests feel like they’re at home, even if you wish they were.

• When tempted to fight fire with fire, remember that the Fire Department usually uses water.

• A TV can insult your intelligence, but nothing rubs it in like a computer.

Second Quarter 2011

Hope Springs Eternal, especially with our favorite sporting teams.  Baseball season is upon 
us; the Final Four just ended in Houston without the presence of a Texas team.  In football, the 
Cowboys and the Texans are ‘locked out’.  

But, to many, Spring means golf and we enjoy watching the guys who attempt to do what we 
only dream about -- sinking that 20 foot putt on the 18th green to win the Green Jacket, the 
Claret Jug, the Wanamaker Trophy, or the U.S. Open Golf Championship! Here’s to teeing it 
up and Measuring your score by a Different Standard.

•	Golf is a game in which you yell “fore”, shoot six and write down five. - Paul Harvey

•	 It took me seventeen years to get three thousand hits in baseball. I did it in one afternoon on 
the golf course. - Hank Aaron

•	 I have a tip that can take five strokes off anyone’s golf game. It’s called an eraser. - Arnold 
Palmer

•	The reason the pro tells you to keep your head down is so you can’t see him laughing. - 
Phyllis Diller

•	Golf is played by twenty million mature American men whose wives think they are out having 
fun. - Jim Bishop

•	The woods are full of long drivers. - Harvey Penick

•	That putt had more breaks than a government job. - Brian Weis

•	 If you really want to get better at golf, go back and take it up at a much earlier age. - Thomas 
Mulligan

•	The older I get, the better I used to be. - Lee Trevino

•	One thing about golf is you don’t know why you play bad and why you play good. - George 
Archer

•	Missing a short putt does not mean you have to hit your next drive out of bounds.  - Henry 
Cotton

•	The proper score for a businessman golfer is 90. If he is better than that he is neglecting his 
business. If he’s worse, he’s neglecting his golf. – Anonymous

•	 I’m working as hard as I can to get my life and my cash to run out at the same time. If I can 
just die after lunch Tuesday, everything would be perfect. - Doug Sanders

 
 
Third Quarter 2011 
 
We recently received a survey asking us to rank various social ills and worldwide 
challenges – and offer answers to resolve them.  The problems ranged dramatically 
– from political unrest, to global uncertainty of the economy, to the pain of the 
homeless, to dangers associated with violent weather.  But one issue seemed to 
stand out as most alarming – that is, the quality of parenting.  And even though the 
quips below will not solve this daunting problem, perhaps the levity will give pause 
for greater reflection. So, here is to Measuring parenting by some older Standards–  
 
 My father used to play with my brother and me in the yard.  Mother would come 

out and say, "You're tearing up the grass."  Dad would reply, "We're not raising 
grass, we're raising boys." 

 
 Every mother generally hopes that her daughter will snag a better husband than 

she managed to do – but she's certain that her boy will never get as great a wife 
as his father did. 

 
 If you want children to keep their feet on the ground, put some responsibility on 

their shoulders. 
 

 The beauty of "spacing" children many years apart lies in the fact that parents 
have time to learn the mistakes that were made with the older ones - which 
permits them to make exactly the opposite mistakes with the younger ones. 

 
 The trouble with learning to parent on the job is that your child is the teacher. 

 
 Life was a lot simpler when what we honored was father and mother rather than 

all major credit cards. 
 

 When I was a kid, I said to my father one afternoon, “Daddy, will you take me to 
the zoo?– He answered, “If the zoo wants you, let them come and get you.“  

 
 A father turns a stony face to his sons, berates them, shakes his antlers, paws 

the ground, snorts, runs them off into the underbrush, but when his daughter puts 
her arm over his shoulder and says, 'Daddy, I need to ask you something“, he is 
a pat of butter in a hot frying pan. 

 
 A father carries pictures where his money used to be. 

 
 Parents often talk about the younger generation as if they didn't have anything to 

do with it. 
 

 Don't worry that children never listen to you; worry that they are always watching 
you. 
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First Quarter 2011

Frequent readers of Golden Rules will quickly recognize that this edition is a break from our norm. 
Rather than highlight a particular theme – often, a theme that is current or seasonal – we offer this 
edition with its more random light-heartedness. By whatever standard you measure life, we hope you 
will agree that whimsical humor provides a positive break from the common-place burdens of our day-
to-day routines.

• I asked God for a bike, but I know God doesn’t work that way.  So I stole a bike and asked for 
  forgiveness.

• I wondered why the baseball kept getting bigger. Then it hit me.

• Light travels faster than sound.  This is why some people appear bright until you hear them speak.

• Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit; wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad.

• This on last night’s Evening News: A hole has been found in the nudist camp wall. The police are
  looking into it. 

• To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism.  To steal from many is research.

• Why does someone believe me when I say there are four billion stars, but then check me out when 
  I say the paint is wet?

• When I was a child, I thought the sole purpose of my middle name was so I could tell when I was
  really in trouble.

• The voices in my head may not be real, but they have some good questions like this one -- If a dog
  gives birth to puppies near the road, would that be littering?

• Never get into fights with ugly people – they have nothing to lose.

• A diplomat is someone who can tell you to go to hell in such a way that you will look forward to 
  the trip.

• Hospitality:  Making your guests feel like they’re at home, even if you wish they were.

• When tempted to fight fire with fire, remember that the Fire Department usually uses water.

• A TV can insult your intelligence, but nothing rubs it in like a computer.

Second Quarter 2011

Hope Springs Eternal, especially with our favorite sporting teams.  Baseball season is upon 
us; the Final Four just ended in Houston without the presence of a Texas team.  In football, the 
Cowboys and the Texans are ‘locked out’.  

But, to many, Spring means golf and we enjoy watching the guys who attempt to do what we 
only dream about -- sinking that 20 foot putt on the 18th green to win the Green Jacket, the 
Claret Jug, the Wanamaker Trophy, or the U.S. Open Golf Championship! Here’s to teeing it 
up and Measuring your score by a Different Standard.

•	Golf is a game in which you yell “fore”, shoot six and write down five. - Paul Harvey

•	 It took me seventeen years to get three thousand hits in baseball. I did it in one afternoon on 
the golf course. - Hank Aaron

•	 I have a tip that can take five strokes off anyone’s golf game. It’s called an eraser. - Arnold 
Palmer

•	The reason the pro tells you to keep your head down is so you can’t see him laughing. - 
Phyllis Diller

•	Golf is played by twenty million mature American men whose wives think they are out having 
fun. - Jim Bishop

•	The woods are full of long drivers. - Harvey Penick

•	That putt had more breaks than a government job. - Brian Weis

•	 If you really want to get better at golf, go back and take it up at a much earlier age. - Thomas 
Mulligan

•	The older I get, the better I used to be. - Lee Trevino

•	One thing about golf is you don’t know why you play bad and why you play good. - George 
Archer

•	Missing a short putt does not mean you have to hit your next drive out of bounds.  - Henry 
Cotton

•	The proper score for a businessman golfer is 90. If he is better than that he is neglecting his 
business. If he’s worse, he’s neglecting his golf. – Anonymous

•	 I’m working as hard as I can to get my life and my cash to run out at the same time. If I can 
just die after lunch Tuesday, everything would be perfect. - Doug Sanders

 
 
Third Quarter 2011 
 
We recently received a survey asking us to rank various social ills and worldwide 
challenges – and offer answers to resolve them.  The problems ranged dramatically 
– from political unrest, to global uncertainty of the economy, to the pain of the 
homeless, to dangers associated with violent weather.  But one issue seemed to 
stand out as most alarming – that is, the quality of parenting.  And even though the 
quips below will not solve this daunting problem, perhaps the levity will give pause 
for greater reflection. So, here is to Measuring parenting by some older Standards–  
 
 My father used to play with my brother and me in the yard.  Mother would come 

out and say, "You're tearing up the grass."  Dad would reply, "We're not raising 
grass, we're raising boys." 

 
 Every mother generally hopes that her daughter will snag a better husband than 

she managed to do – but she's certain that her boy will never get as great a wife 
as his father did. 

 
 If you want children to keep their feet on the ground, put some responsibility on 

their shoulders. 
 

 The beauty of "spacing" children many years apart lies in the fact that parents 
have time to learn the mistakes that were made with the older ones - which 
permits them to make exactly the opposite mistakes with the younger ones. 

 
 The trouble with learning to parent on the job is that your child is the teacher. 

 
 Life was a lot simpler when what we honored was father and mother rather than 

all major credit cards. 
 

 When I was a kid, I said to my father one afternoon, “Daddy, will you take me to 
the zoo?– He answered, “If the zoo wants you, let them come and get you.“  

 
 A father turns a stony face to his sons, berates them, shakes his antlers, paws 

the ground, snorts, runs them off into the underbrush, but when his daughter puts 
her arm over his shoulder and says, 'Daddy, I need to ask you something“, he is 
a pat of butter in a hot frying pan. 

 
 A father carries pictures where his money used to be. 

 
 Parents often talk about the younger generation as if they didn't have anything to 

do with it. 
 

 Don't worry that children never listen to you; worry that they are always watching 
you. 
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First Quarter 2011

Frequent readers of Golden Rules will quickly recognize that this edition is a break from our norm. 
Rather than highlight a particular theme – often, a theme that is current or seasonal – we offer this 
edition with its more random light-heartedness. By whatever standard you measure life, we hope you 
will agree that whimsical humor provides a positive break from the common-place burdens of our day-
to-day routines.

• I asked God for a bike, but I know God doesn’t work that way.  So I stole a bike and asked for 
  forgiveness.

• I wondered why the baseball kept getting bigger. Then it hit me.

• Light travels faster than sound.  This is why some people appear bright until you hear them speak.

• Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit; wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad.

• This on last night’s Evening News: A hole has been found in the nudist camp wall. The police are
  looking into it. 

• To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism.  To steal from many is research.

• Why does someone believe me when I say there are four billion stars, but then check me out when 
  I say the paint is wet?

• When I was a child, I thought the sole purpose of my middle name was so I could tell when I was
  really in trouble.

• The voices in my head may not be real, but they have some good questions like this one -- If a dog
  gives birth to puppies near the road, would that be littering?

• Never get into fights with ugly people – they have nothing to lose.

• A diplomat is someone who can tell you to go to hell in such a way that you will look forward to 
  the trip.

• Hospitality:  Making your guests feel like they’re at home, even if you wish they were.

• When tempted to fight fire with fire, remember that the Fire Department usually uses water.

• A TV can insult your intelligence, but nothing rubs it in like a computer.

Second Quarter 2011

Hope Springs Eternal, especially with our favorite sporting teams.  Baseball season is upon 
us; the Final Four just ended in Houston without the presence of a Texas team.  In football, the 
Cowboys and the Texans are ‘locked out’.  

But, to many, Spring means golf and we enjoy watching the guys who attempt to do what we 
only dream about -- sinking that 20 foot putt on the 18th green to win the Green Jacket, the 
Claret Jug, the Wanamaker Trophy, or the U.S. Open Golf Championship! Here’s to teeing it 
up and Measuring your score by a Different Standard.

•	Golf is a game in which you yell “fore”, shoot six and write down five. - Paul Harvey

•	 It took me seventeen years to get three thousand hits in baseball. I did it in one afternoon on 
the golf course. - Hank Aaron

•	 I have a tip that can take five strokes off anyone’s golf game. It’s called an eraser. - Arnold 
Palmer

•	The reason the pro tells you to keep your head down is so you can’t see him laughing. - 
Phyllis Diller

•	Golf is played by twenty million mature American men whose wives think they are out having 
fun. - Jim Bishop

•	The woods are full of long drivers. - Harvey Penick

•	That putt had more breaks than a government job. - Brian Weis

•	 If you really want to get better at golf, go back and take it up at a much earlier age. - Thomas 
Mulligan

•	The older I get, the better I used to be. - Lee Trevino

•	One thing about golf is you don’t know why you play bad and why you play good. - George 
Archer

•	Missing a short putt does not mean you have to hit your next drive out of bounds.  - Henry 
Cotton

•	The proper score for a businessman golfer is 90. If he is better than that he is neglecting his 
business. If he’s worse, he’s neglecting his golf. – Anonymous

•	 I’m working as hard as I can to get my life and my cash to run out at the same time. If I can 
just die after lunch Tuesday, everything would be perfect. - Doug Sanders

 
 
Third Quarter 2011 
 
We recently received a survey asking us to rank various social ills and worldwide 
challenges – and offer answers to resolve them.  The problems ranged dramatically 
– from political unrest, to global uncertainty of the economy, to the pain of the 
homeless, to dangers associated with violent weather.  But one issue seemed to 
stand out as most alarming – that is, the quality of parenting.  And even though the 
quips below will not solve this daunting problem, perhaps the levity will give pause 
for greater reflection. So, here is to Measuring parenting by some older Standards–  
 
 My father used to play with my brother and me in the yard.  Mother would come 

out and say, "You're tearing up the grass."  Dad would reply, "We're not raising 
grass, we're raising boys." 

 
 Every mother generally hopes that her daughter will snag a better husband than 

she managed to do – but she's certain that her boy will never get as great a wife 
as his father did. 

 
 If you want children to keep their feet on the ground, put some responsibility on 

their shoulders. 
 

 The beauty of "spacing" children many years apart lies in the fact that parents 
have time to learn the mistakes that were made with the older ones - which 
permits them to make exactly the opposite mistakes with the younger ones. 

 
 The trouble with learning to parent on the job is that your child is the teacher. 

 
 Life was a lot simpler when what we honored was father and mother rather than 

all major credit cards. 
 

 When I was a kid, I said to my father one afternoon, “Daddy, will you take me to 
the zoo?– He answered, “If the zoo wants you, let them come and get you.“  

 
 A father turns a stony face to his sons, berates them, shakes his antlers, paws 

the ground, snorts, runs them off into the underbrush, but when his daughter puts 
her arm over his shoulder and says, 'Daddy, I need to ask you something“, he is 
a pat of butter in a hot frying pan. 

 
 A father carries pictures where his money used to be. 

 
 Parents often talk about the younger generation as if they didn't have anything to 

do with it. 
 

 Don't worry that children never listen to you; worry that they are always watching 
you. 
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First Quarter 2011

Frequent readers of Golden Rules will quickly recognize that this edition is a break from our norm. 
Rather than highlight a particular theme – often, a theme that is current or seasonal – we offer this 
edition with its more random light-heartedness. By whatever standard you measure life, we hope you 
will agree that whimsical humor provides a positive break from the common-place burdens of our day-
to-day routines.

• I asked God for a bike, but I know God doesn’t work that way.  So I stole a bike and asked for 
  forgiveness.

• I wondered why the baseball kept getting bigger. Then it hit me.

• Light travels faster than sound.  This is why some people appear bright until you hear them speak.

• Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit; wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad.

• This on last night’s Evening News: A hole has been found in the nudist camp wall. The police are
  looking into it. 

• To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism.  To steal from many is research.

• Why does someone believe me when I say there are four billion stars, but then check me out when 
  I say the paint is wet?

• When I was a child, I thought the sole purpose of my middle name was so I could tell when I was
  really in trouble.

• The voices in my head may not be real, but they have some good questions like this one -- If a dog
  gives birth to puppies near the road, would that be littering?

• Never get into fights with ugly people – they have nothing to lose.

• A diplomat is someone who can tell you to go to hell in such a way that you will look forward to 
  the trip.

• Hospitality:  Making your guests feel like they’re at home, even if you wish they were.

• When tempted to fight fire with fire, remember that the Fire Department usually uses water.

• A TV can insult your intelligence, but nothing rubs it in like a computer.

Second Quarter 2011

Hope Springs Eternal, especially with our favorite sporting teams.  Baseball season is upon 
us; the Final Four just ended in Houston without the presence of a Texas team.  In football, the 
Cowboys and the Texans are ‘locked out’.  

But, to many, Spring means golf and we enjoy watching the guys who attempt to do what we 
only dream about -- sinking that 20 foot putt on the 18th green to win the Green Jacket, the 
Claret Jug, the Wanamaker Trophy, or the U.S. Open Golf Championship! Here’s to teeing it 
up and Measuring your score by a Different Standard.

•	Golf is a game in which you yell “fore”, shoot six and write down five. - Paul Harvey

•	 It took me seventeen years to get three thousand hits in baseball. I did it in one afternoon on 
the golf course. - Hank Aaron

•	 I have a tip that can take five strokes off anyone’s golf game. It’s called an eraser. - Arnold 
Palmer

•	The reason the pro tells you to keep your head down is so you can’t see him laughing. - 
Phyllis Diller

•	Golf is played by twenty million mature American men whose wives think they are out having 
fun. - Jim Bishop

•	The woods are full of long drivers. - Harvey Penick

•	That putt had more breaks than a government job. - Brian Weis

•	 If you really want to get better at golf, go back and take it up at a much earlier age. - Thomas 
Mulligan

•	The older I get, the better I used to be. - Lee Trevino

•	One thing about golf is you don’t know why you play bad and why you play good. - George 
Archer

•	Missing a short putt does not mean you have to hit your next drive out of bounds.  - Henry 
Cotton

•	The proper score for a businessman golfer is 90. If he is better than that he is neglecting his 
business. If he’s worse, he’s neglecting his golf. – Anonymous

•	 I’m working as hard as I can to get my life and my cash to run out at the same time. If I can 
just die after lunch Tuesday, everything would be perfect. - Doug Sanders

 
 
Third Quarter 2011 
 
We recently received a survey asking us to rank various social ills and worldwide 
challenges – and offer answers to resolve them.  The problems ranged dramatically 
– from political unrest, to global uncertainty of the economy, to the pain of the 
homeless, to dangers associated with violent weather.  But one issue seemed to 
stand out as most alarming – that is, the quality of parenting.  And even though the 
quips below will not solve this daunting problem, perhaps the levity will give pause 
for greater reflection. So, here is to Measuring parenting by some older Standards–  
 
 My father used to play with my brother and me in the yard.  Mother would come 

out and say, "You're tearing up the grass."  Dad would reply, "We're not raising 
grass, we're raising boys." 

 
 Every mother generally hopes that her daughter will snag a better husband than 

she managed to do – but she's certain that her boy will never get as great a wife 
as his father did. 

 
 If you want children to keep their feet on the ground, put some responsibility on 

their shoulders. 
 

 The beauty of "spacing" children many years apart lies in the fact that parents 
have time to learn the mistakes that were made with the older ones - which 
permits them to make exactly the opposite mistakes with the younger ones. 

 
 The trouble with learning to parent on the job is that your child is the teacher. 

 
 Life was a lot simpler when what we honored was father and mother rather than 

all major credit cards. 
 

 When I was a kid, I said to my father one afternoon, “Daddy, will you take me to 
the zoo?– He answered, “If the zoo wants you, let them come and get you.“  

 
 A father turns a stony face to his sons, berates them, shakes his antlers, paws 

the ground, snorts, runs them off into the underbrush, but when his daughter puts 
her arm over his shoulder and says, 'Daddy, I need to ask you something“, he is 
a pat of butter in a hot frying pan. 

 
 A father carries pictures where his money used to be. 

 
 Parents often talk about the younger generation as if they didn't have anything to 

do with it. 
 

 Don't worry that children never listen to you; worry that they are always watching 
you. 

First Quarter 2013 
 
It is hard to imagine – but B+R Partners celebrated its’ Tenth Anniversary 
last month.  To commemorate this milestone, we have decided to walk 
down memory lane.  In 2013, we will scour previous editions of Golden 
Rules to re-publish our favorite words of wit – with an attempt to continue to 
Measure Life by a Different Standard.  Here are some of the thoughts from 
the first 10 editions.  
 
• Weight Watchers will meet at 7 PM at the First Presbyterian Church.  

Please use the large double wide door at the side entrance. 
 

• Flipping burgers is not beneath your dignity.  Your grandparents had a 
different word for burger flipping – they called it opportunity. 

 
• Worry is like a rocking chair. You have something to do, but it never gets 

you anywhere. 
 

• You know you are getting old when you stoop to tie your shoe laces and 
ask yourself:  ‘What else can I do while I’m down here?’ 

 
• For Sale by Owner:  Complete set of Encyclopedia Britannica.  45 

volumes, excellent condition.  No longer needed – got married; wife 
knows everything. 

 
• Outside of homicides and drug arrests, Washington DC has one of the 

lowest crime rates in the country (former DC mayor Marion Barry). 
 

• Adam and Eve had an ideal marriage.  He didn’t have to hear about all 
the men she could have married, and she didn’t have to hear about the 
way his mother cooked. 

 
• God won’t ask about the square footage of your house, but He’ll ask how 

many people you welcomed into your home. 
 

• Question to a child:  How can you delay milk turning sour?  Answer: 
Keep it in the cow. 

 
• Political ability is the ability to foretell what is to happen tomorrow, next 

week, next month and next year.  And then, to have the ability afterward 
to explain why it didn’t happen.  Winston Churchill 
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First Quarter 2011

Frequent readers of Golden Rules will quickly recognize that this edition is a break from our norm. 
Rather than highlight a particular theme – often, a theme that is current or seasonal – we offer this 
edition with its more random light-heartedness. By whatever standard you measure life, we hope you 
will agree that whimsical humor provides a positive break from the common-place burdens of our day-
to-day routines.

• I asked God for a bike, but I know God doesn’t work that way.  So I stole a bike and asked for 
  forgiveness.

• I wondered why the baseball kept getting bigger. Then it hit me.

• Light travels faster than sound.  This is why some people appear bright until you hear them speak.

• Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit; wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad.

• This on last night’s Evening News: A hole has been found in the nudist camp wall. The police are
  looking into it. 

• To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism.  To steal from many is research.

• Why does someone believe me when I say there are four billion stars, but then check me out when 
  I say the paint is wet?

• When I was a child, I thought the sole purpose of my middle name was so I could tell when I was
  really in trouble.

• The voices in my head may not be real, but they have some good questions like this one -- If a dog
  gives birth to puppies near the road, would that be littering?

• Never get into fights with ugly people – they have nothing to lose.

• A diplomat is someone who can tell you to go to hell in such a way that you will look forward to 
  the trip.

• Hospitality:  Making your guests feel like they’re at home, even if you wish they were.

• When tempted to fight fire with fire, remember that the Fire Department usually uses water.

• A TV can insult your intelligence, but nothing rubs it in like a computer.

Second Quarter 2011

Hope Springs Eternal, especially with our favorite sporting teams.  Baseball season is upon 
us; the Final Four just ended in Houston without the presence of a Texas team.  In football, the 
Cowboys and the Texans are ‘locked out’.  

But, to many, Spring means golf and we enjoy watching the guys who attempt to do what we 
only dream about -- sinking that 20 foot putt on the 18th green to win the Green Jacket, the 
Claret Jug, the Wanamaker Trophy, or the U.S. Open Golf Championship! Here’s to teeing it 
up and Measuring your score by a Different Standard.

•	Golf is a game in which you yell “fore”, shoot six and write down five. - Paul Harvey

•	It took me seventeen years to get three thousand hits in baseball. I did it in one afternoon on 
the golf course. - Hank Aaron

•	I have a tip that can take five strokes off anyone’s golf game. It’s called an eraser. - Arnold 
Palmer

•	The reason the pro tells you to keep your head down is so you can’t see him laughing. - 
Phyllis Diller

•	Golf is played by twenty million mature American men whose wives think they are out having 
fun. - Jim Bishop

•	The woods are full of long drivers. - Harvey Penick

•	That putt had more breaks than a government job. - Brian Weis

•	If you really want to get better at golf, go back and take it up at a much earlier age. - Thomas 
Mulligan

•	The older I get, the better I used to be. - Lee Trevino

•	One thing about golf is you don’t know why you play bad and why you play good. - George 
Archer

•	Missing a short putt does not mean you have to hit your next drive out of bounds.  - Henry 
Cotton

•	The proper score for a businessman golfer is 90. If he is better than that he is neglecting his 
business. If he’s worse, he’s neglecting his golf. – Anonymous

•	I’m working as hard as I can to get my life and my cash to run out at the same time. If I can 
just die after lunch Tuesday, everything would be perfect. - Doug Sanders

 
 
Third Quarter 2011 
 
We recently received a survey asking us to rank various social ills and worldwide 
challenges – and offer answers to resolve them.  The problems ranged dramatically 
– from political unrest, to global uncertainty of the economy, to the pain of the 
homeless, to dangers associated with violent weather.  But one issue seemed to 
stand out as most alarming – that is, the quality of parenting.  And even though the 
quips below will not solve this daunting problem, perhaps the levity will give pause 
for greater reflection. So, here is to Measuring parenting by some older Standards– 
 
 My father used to play with my brother and me in the yard.  Mother would come 

out and say, "You're tearing up the grass."  Dad would reply, "We're not raising 
grass, we're raising boys." 

 
 Every mother generally hopes that her daughter will snag a better husband than 

she managed to do – but she's certain that her boy will never get as great a wife 
as his father did. 

 
 If you want children to keep their feet on the ground, put some responsibility on 

their shoulders. 
 

 The beauty of "spacing" children many years apart lies in the fact that parents 
have time to learn the mistakes that were made with the older ones - which 
permits them to make exactly the opposite mistakes with the younger ones. 

 
 The trouble with learning to parent on the job is that your child is the teacher. 

 
 Life was a lot simpler when what we honored was father and mother rather than 

all major credit cards. 
 

 When I was a kid, I said to my father one afternoon, “Daddy, will you take me to 
the zoo?– He answered, “If the zoo wants you, let them come and get you.“  

 
 A father turns a stony face to his sons, berates them, shakes his antlers, paws 

the ground, snorts, runs them off into the underbrush, but when his daughter puts 
her arm over his shoulder and says, 'Daddy, I need to ask you something“, he is 
a pat of butter in a hot frying pan. 

 
 A father carries pictures where his money used to be. 

 
 Parents often talk about the younger generation as if they didn't have anything to 

do with it. 
 

 Don't worry that children never listen to you; worry that they are always watching 
you. 
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quips below will not solve this daunting problem, perhaps the levity will give pause 
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 My father used to play with my brother and me in the yard.  Mother would come 

out and say, "You're tearing up the grass."  Dad would reply, "We're not raising 
grass, we're raising boys." 

 
 Every mother generally hopes that her daughter will snag a better husband than 

she managed to do – but she's certain that her boy will never get as great a wife 
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 If you want children to keep their feet on the ground, put some responsibility on 
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